North Bluff House C. 1909
CE- 1053

Near Port Herman
Private
The North Bluff house commands an awesome view of the Elk River
from its cliff top perch near Port Herman. With increased recreational
interests in the late 19th and\early 20th centuries structures such as
. . . 7 .
this house and previous vacatlongép@&s took advantage of Cecil County

waterfront. This house was built with both the Colonial Revival ang shingle

style in mind.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The North Bluff House c. 1909 is a 2% story five  bay by
two room ballon frame house that overlooks the Elk River near
Port Herman. The house faces west with the main gable running
north/south.

The frame block rests on a partial block foundation and
is totally covered with wood shingle. The medium sloped
composition tile roof has two 6/6 gable dormers and a central
cupola. Two single story frame wings were originally poarches
and later closed in as was the shed roof front porch.

The west facade has a central entrance and corresponding
6/6 sash windows wilth slightly beaded trim. The Tuschan
columns that support the porch roof have been partially
covered. The eaves of the main roof are extended and the
rafter ends are slightly decorated. .The dormers have
extended eaves .also, while the cupola has six pane lights in
each side and a small roof top balustrade.

The gable ends are basically the same with 6/6 sash
windows on the first and second floors. The south end has
two 4/4 attic lights that flank the brick chimney stack.

The east side has a projecting single bay tower entrance
with a irregular sheathing of fishscale shingles.

The interior has been generally remodeled but a central
stair does rise to the second floor in the north parlor.
A square newel post supports a molded handrail along with
square balusters. A fireplace is found on the south north
wall with the date 1909 set in stone. This is undoubtedly
when the house Wwas built.

A board and batten garage with shed additions 1s found
to the east of the house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The North'Bluff House is one of the larger and earlier

vacation structures built outside Port Herman.

With the

increased recreational interests in the area in the late

19th century this and many other structures were built.to
accomodate summer vacationers. This structure was undoubtedly
built with the well known shingle style in mind. ‘

T~

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
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[E1FORM PREPARED BY
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Paul B. Touart
ORGANIZATION DATE
Cocil County Committee - 10/25/81
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Coril Coiunty Courtouse 308-020Q ext 150
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Elkton Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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